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Conservation news:
What’s left to do?
Urgent request! Do you know where we can source old bricks?

e 3 simple ways you can help.
e Sharing the story of the cottage
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(with a whole lot of work in
between!)

each picture to read what’s happening. ‘ R

What’s been happening on site lately?

A small team of volunteers has put in many, many days of work to do the paving around the cottage and
necessary drainage work onsite. We are so appreciative of their efforts — there was a lot of man-hours (and
woman-hours) put in, and a great deal of sheer physical hard labour. A huge ‘thank you’ to:

Donald Connor and Cameron Grant - undertaking extensive earthworks to deal with drainage.
Rob Grope - using his tractor to shift soil, gravel and dolomite and gifting us a pallet of bricks.
Cameron - magnificent paving and sourcing of old red bricks. Limewashing.

Greg Kretschmer and Ev Leske — Limewashing and oiling the timberwork every week.



https://rechnercottage.com/gallery/

Drainage work: All the surrounding land sloped
towards the cottage, which led to water build up and
severe deterioration of the footings. Now the slope
has been changed, drainage channels and slotted
pipes put in, and it all leads to a giant gravel pit near
the vineyard. We are so fortunate to have engineers,
soil physicists and people with know-how and heavy
machinery giving up their time to get the job done

properly.

Paving: Over 1000 red sandstone bricks have been painstakingly laid around the cottage. There is still more
to be done, but we’ve run out of bricks.

The soil around the cottage was carefully dug through, with
some lovely artifacts discovered in the process. Gravel was
laid, each load wheelbarrowed up the long path from the
pile, which was put behind the cemetery. Later Rob, with his
machinery, moved the gravel pile closer to the cottage,
which made the job much easier.

A big Thank You to Heritage SA. The grant
they awarded us this year has allowed us to
complete this stage of the conservation
work. Their financial support and
encouragement throughout the project
have been invaluable.




Each brick was carefully and lovingly chosen, laid and
made level. The bricks, being 100+ years, are not all
exactly the same size, so this was quite time-
consuming. We love what’s been done so far, with
the different colours and shades of sandstone. When
the sun shines on them, the colours almost glow.

If you’ve ever done paving, you’ll know what a big job
this has been.

What’s next to be done?

Now we turn our attention to:

Sourcing more bricks and completing the paving (see below).
Installing signage and photographs to tell the history of the cottage and explain its features. What
story/facts do you think are important to mention? If (when!) you are visiting, what would you like

to know?
And then planning the opening!

HELP!

Can you help us source more bricks?

We still need more old red bricks to complete the
paving. We need about 1500, preferably ones that
are 100 years old or more, so that they are of
similar size and profile. Do you know where we
could source any? We are happy to collect them.




Would you like to help get us over the line, helping fund the last tasks that need doing? Here’s

three easy ways you can help...

1/ Donate whatever amount you can spare. Large or small, it all helps. You can donate securely on the

website, or via bank transfer — you’ll find our bank details at the end of this email

2/ Be part of our special campaign - ‘A foot of
Footings’. It's a way supporters just like you are
helping Rechner Cottage keep its feet on the
ground.

Being part of this campaign is a great way to be part of
history, too. Donate in your own name, or honour
others in your family by making a gift in their name.
You'll be able to see on a map of the cottage where
your ‘foot of footings’ is. All the name/s are
acknowledged on the website. Check out the campaign,

Before conservation, the footings were rotting away. Thanks to
supporters like you, they will now keep the cottage standing.

and the names on the Supporter's Page —and while you’re there, find out who is the ‘supporter of the month’

— maybe it’s someone you know!

Please email us at rechnercottage@gmail.com to let us know who you would like to be acknowledged. Our
bank details are at the end of the email, or you can donate securely on the website.

3/ Buy some books.

Are these on your bookshelf yet?

We still have copies of the Rechner
history/genealogy book and there
are just three Rechner Recipe books e S

left. Contact us if you’d like to place
an order.

Both books are now just $20 each, Judy Gale Rechner
2
plus $15 postage. 008

GJ Rechner and his descendants:
Rechner, Fischer/Fisher, Stolz and Reuther
journeys

achieve so much!

A huge thank you to all who have supported the conservation so far — you’ve helped

Sharing the story.

At the end of May, Catherine was in Tanunda, where she gave a
presentation about the cottage and its conservation. We were
invited to do so as part of a seminar day organized by the German
Heritage Research Group, Barossa German Language Association
and Friends of the Lutheran Archives. The day was a success, with
lots of varied presentations. People were really interested in the
cottage and its history and are keen to follow its progress.
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The Barossa Visitors Centre also brought a group of volunteers to see the cottage, so that when it’s ready
for visitors they will be well equipped to tell people about it. They loved it, as do so many locals who have
been following its transformation. We look forward to the completion of the paving and signage, so that the
site is cleared of rubble, and made safe and ready for us to invite the wider public!

No new articles on the website to share this time, but a
quote that | love, and which reminds us of the importance
of spending time with those we love, making new
memories, sharing family stories, and keeping our family
traditions and history alive. It’s a big part of why we do
what we do and why we are so happy you are sharing this
journey with us.

“If you don't recount your family history, &
it will be lost. Honor your own stories and
tell them too. The tales may not seem veryt
important, but they are what bmds Famllles‘
and makes each of us who we are.”
-Madeleine L'Engle ~ ~° 4

As always, thank you for your interest and support.
Warm regards
Jo

(on behalf of the Rechner Cottage Conservation Association
Committee)

. Keep in touch!

Email: rechnercottage@gmail.com

Website: rechnercottage.com

FB: www.facebook.com/rechnercottage/

Bank details:

Account name: Rechner Cottage
Conservation Association

BSB: 633 000
A/C No: 213974280
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