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e Conservation news: The lime-washing is complete!
e What's left to do?

e Fundraising - 4 simple ways you can help.

e Vale Olga Roennfeldt
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Wow — do you recognize this building? It looks so different, it’s difficult to believe this is our pug cottage.
It’s so sparkling white! As you know, the cottage was originally limewashed inside and out, and in its early
days the limewash would have been redone regularly as needed. But it's been a long time between
limewashes, and for many years now the pug has been exposed to the weather, causing it to crumble away.
Limewashing protects the pug from the weather, helping it last a lot longer. Over time it will soften in colour,
becoming a little creamier, just as Luhrs Cottage has done.




Andrew, the builder, and a small band of volunteers worked hard to make sure the limewash was applied
properly. The mix was made up, and then 6 coats of limewash were required, with time allowed for each
coat to dry in between, so it was no small task. A big thank you to all who worked on it!

The doors and windows are being oiled as well. To do the job properly, an oil/linseed mix is applied every

day for a week, every week for a month, every month for a year, and then every year. Thanks also to those
who have committed to taking on this task.

It’s amazing to see the cottage looking much as it did originally. We admit to finding it an emotional moment,
bringing tears to our eyes.

What’s next to be done?
Now we turn our attention to:

° Landscaping and earthworks around the cottage. We
need to move surrounding soil so that it is sloping away from the
cottage and towards the vineyard. This will aid drainage, so that
the footings are not sitting in damp soil. We will also be laying
bricks in the front of the cottage.

Pt B G . . Installing signage and photographs to tell the history of
The surrounding soil needs to slope away the cottage and explain its features.
from, rather than towards the cottage! o And then maybe planning the opening!

Fundraising: We are getting so close to the end, but we’re still not there yet. Our popular
fund-raising wine has sold out, but here’s three other easy ways you can help...

1/ Donate whatever amount you can spare. Large or small, it all helps. You can donate securely on the
website, or via bank transfer —you’ll find our bank details at the end of this email

A huge thank you to all who have supported the conservation so far — you’ve helped
achieve so much!



https://rechnercottage.com/
https://rechnercottage.com/

2/ Be part of our special campaign - ‘A foot of
Footings’. It's a way supporters just like you are
helping Rechner Cottage keep its feet on the
ground.

Being part of this campaign is a great way to be part of
history, too. Donate in your own name, or honour
others in your family by making a gift in their name.
You'll be able to see on a map of the cottage where
your ‘foot of footings’ is. All the name/s are
acknowledged on the website. Check out the campaign,

Before conservation, the footings were rotting away. Thanks to
supporters like you, they will now keep the cottage standing.

and the names on the Supporter's Page —and while you’re there, find out who is the ‘supporter of the month’

— maybe it’s someone you know!

Please email us at rechnercottage@gmail.com to let us know who you would like to be acknowledged. Our
bank details are at the end of the email, or you can donate securely on the website.

3/ Buy some books. GJ Rechner and his descendants:

Rechner, Fischer/Fisher, Stolz and Reuther
journeys

Are these on your bookshelf yet?

We still have copies of the Rechner
history/genealogy book and the £ 2
x S

Rechner Recipe book available. ) Al
Contact us if you'd like to place an
order.

Both books are now just $20 each, Judy Gale Rechner

plus $15 postage. 2008

Rechner history/genealogy book.

This book is a fascinating read, and is full of
information about life in Silesia, GJ Rechner, and the
early days in Light Pass, as well as the Rechner family.
It gives a great sense of who we are as a family, and
where we’ve come from. The book also has
wonderful family photos.

Rechner Recipe book.

A beautifully produced collection of family
recipes from the Rechner family, illustrated
with lovely old photographs of the family and
the cottage. The last remaining copies are still
available at the special price of $20.



https://rechnercottage.com/about/supporters-page/#register-of-names
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Valé Olga Roennfeldt. In sadder news, Peter Roennfeldt let us know that his mother, Olga Roennfeldt
(nee Reuther) passed away peacefully on Friday 6™ June, aged 100 years. The funeral will be held on 17t
June at 10 am at Nazareth Lutheran Church, Woolloongabba. The service will be live-streamed and also
recorded for the church’s YouTube channel (https://www.youtube.com/@nazarethlutheran). The family
has suggested that in lieu of flowers, anyone who wishes donates in Olga’s memory to the Australian
Lutheran World Service.

Every one of this generation that passes is a treasure lost to the wider family. We are so thankful for all they
have contributed.

And from the website:

Our most recent article on the website
is all about giving you the chance to
take a trip back in time to the Barossa
of the past. With colder weather here,
it’s the perfect time to curl up with a
good book and be inspired, amused,
captivated and engaged by the rich
history of the Barossa. We have
compiled a list of great reads for you
(both fiction and non-fiction), so grab
your comfy chair or hammock, make
yourself a warm drink (I personally like
a snack as well), and start reading!

Fiction:

The Journey, by Lee Boehm. This fabulous story follows the lives of Silesian
immigrants on two journeys — from Silesia to Light Pass, and then on the trek from
the Barossa to Walla Walla in NSW. Lee’s extensive research into the families and
the times, and her engaging way of telling a story results in a really good read that
allows us to picture what it was like at the time.
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https://www.youtube.com/@nazarethlutheran

The German Teacher, by Judy Gillett-Ferguson. If you’re in the mood for a little bit
of crime and mystery, you will enjoy this book. A young female teacher is sent to a
German school during the First World War and has the responsibility of making sure
the classes are taught in English. She finds herself involved in murder, feuds, and
love, as she struggles to navigate her way in the community. This book gives a good
picture of the difficulties Germans faced during the war years, as many of their men
were interred, and the remaining people were treated with suspicion.

Books by Colin Thiele. Colin’s books are classics that should
be on everyone’s reading list. Colin Thiele was born in 1920
to a Barossa German family, and like many children of the time, spoke only German
until he went to school. His books capture the life and times of the Barossa and its
people with warmth, humour and understanding, and paint a vivid picture of valley
life.

Sun on the Stubble. This coming-of-age story tells the tale of a young boy from a
German immigrant family, growing up in the Barossa Valley. Twelve-year old Bruno
lives with his hard-working family in a small rural community, and the book is full of
wonderful and humorous characters. It gives a great picture of growing up in hard
times, but with lots of freedom and space. Bruno hunts rabbits, climbs trees, goes to school, works on the
farm, has many adventures and even manages to help capture a couple of sheep-stealing crooks. Told with
Colin Thiele’s usual warmth and humour, this has become an enduring and much-loved classic.

Labourers in the Vineyard.
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“Strangers,” said old Otto Bartsch emphatically, “is very funny people”. There was
a deferential silence while he picked up a twig and dug contemplatively at the
stitches in his boot. After a pause Bert Lindner agreed with him. “Yes, dat’s mainly
vot’s wrong wit’ dem.” Silence again.” So begins this book. Set after the Second
World War, it takes us back to a time of change, when new people were coming
into the valley.

The Shadow on the Hills. Twelve-year-old Bode Schneider is
in his last year of school and soon to join the ranks of German ,
farmers who have settled the area. In between dipping |
schoolgirls’ pigtails into inkwells, spying on his teacher
“spooning”” in the haystacks at the Harvest Ball, and letting loose the prize bull of local
powerbroker Moses Mibus in the hopes that “”Herr Von Ribentropp”” will knock up the
Schneider heifers, Bode befriends a strange old hermit.
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The Seeds of Inheritance — highly recommended by one of our readers!

Non-fiction:

Food and Cooking

The food of a community gives a wonderful insight into how the people lived, the customs they brought with
them, and the way they used the resources they had available. The following books give not only recipes,
but a wonderful glimpse into the life and times of those who prepared them.




The Barossa Cookbook: An iconic and historically significant community cookbook
that is as relevant today as its original publication 100 years ago. It’s one of the
very few community cookbooks still in continuous print, with its proceeds still
supporting the community that created it.

The recipes and the women behind The Barossa Cookery Book |
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Rolling up Their Sleeves, by Those Barossa Girls. This book captures the stories of
the remarkable women in the Barossa’s history, and the recipes they used to build
a community. Part social history, part cookbook, this book weaves storytelling and
food in equal measure.

Both books are available through the website (Those Barossa Girls Home — Those
Barossa Girls), or at the gift shop at Barossa Regional Gallery, Tanunda.

Barossa food, by Angela Heuzenroeder. In this wonderful combination of
recipes, history and stories, Angela follows the seasons to describe foods eaten
in the Barossa over 160 years. Drawing on her own experiences and the
memories of the Valley residents, she weaves in the customs, lifestyle, farming
methods and food preparation, and the ways these have changed over the
years.

Other non-fiction.

Bamgga Journeys Barossa Journeys, into a valley of tradition, by Noris loannou. This evocative book

i takes the reader on a journey through the Barossa in both place and time, aiming to
connect the reader to the unique spirit of the Barossa. It celebrates the history of
the Barossa from the early 1800’s on until the present day and looks at how it has
been shaped by multiple influences. Wonderful photographs are scattered
throughout.

into a valley of tradition



https://www.thosebarossagirls.com.au/
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Light Pass non-official Post Office History, by Sandra John. Sandra has gathered
together many historical records, resident’s recollections and photographs to tell
the story of not only the Light Pass Postal Service, but also the community and its
people. It is a fascinating read.

Prus
MEMORIES & TALES OF THE PAST

A History of the Barossa Vintage Festival — Past & Present Events’, by Rebekah
Rosenzweig Made possible by a Peter Lehmann Arts & Education Grant, this book
documents the history of the Barossa Vintage Festival from 1947 when it began
until today. It is filled with memories and photographs and captures the joyous
spirit of the festival. Books can be purchased through the Barossa Visitor Centre.
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The Diary of Emilie Appelt.1904-1914, Edited by Samuel
Doering, translated by Vida Hoopmann. A fascinating account
of the daily life of a German Lutheran woman in Eudunda.

Prisoner Diaries, edited by Elizabeth M Schulz. Elizabeth’s grandfather, Mr
Schulz, was arrested and interned during WW?2 for being a Nazi sympathiser, despite
the fact there was no evidence. He maintained his innocence his entire life and was
supported by the community, who had unwavering faith in him. The book was
published by Elizabeth as part of her history Masters research. Prisoner Diaries




The Defiant Anti-conscriptionist: The curious life of E.H. Coombe, by Helen
Hennessy and Patricia Booth. Ephraim Coombe was.a divisive South Australian
politician who was anti-conscription and a pacifist. He went against popular opinion
during WW1 by defending Barossa Valley residents suspected of disloyalty and
persecuted for their German heritage. He opposed anti-German measures such as
closing Lutheran schools, conscription and the “intimidation of male voters” in the
1917 referendum on that issue. Ephraim died of a heart attack during his term, and
the townsfolk of Tanunda erected a statue in his honour — on the corner of Julius
and Murray Streets. The book is available through Wakefield Press.

The Defiant
Anti-conscriptionist

HELEN HENNESSY AND
PATRICIA 8OQTH »

As always, thank you for your interest and support — it makes this journey a pleasure!

Warm regards

Jo

(on behalf of the Rechner Cottage Conservation Association Committee)

Email: rechnercottage@gmail.com

Website: rechnercottage.com

FB: www.facebook.com/rechnercottage/

Bank details:

Account name: Rechner Cottage
Conservation Association

BSB: 633 000
A/C No: 213974280
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